The Bernard Darwin 2023 Review

It was a real pleasure to welcome the sixteen schools back to Woking Golf Club, an
oasis of calm, for the playing of the various Bernard Darwin Trophy events. We received
many comments that the golf course had never looked or played better. This year saw
Highgate break its Bernard Darwin Trophy ‘duck’ with two trophy wins. And we

witnessed the first ‘ace’ in living memory of the various Darwin competitions.

Charterhouse wins seventh Bernard Darwin Trophy

There was plenty of drama in the first round of the Bernard Darwin Trophy, particularly
in the match between Eton and The Leys, which teed off from the 15th hole. Jose
Marquez, playing in Eton’s first pair, sank his first tee shot of the day at the par three
16th hole. It took Jose a while to realise he had sunk his tee shot, as none of his fellow
players saw the ball go in, and Jose stopped for a ‘number one’ on his way from tee to
green. Congratulations to Jose. Meanwhile the crucial second pair match in the same tie
went down to their 18th hole (the 14th at Woking). The approach shot from The Leys




landed squarely on a sprinkler cover, so a promising chip finished some 30 feet away.
The putt was missed to give Eton a slender 1 up’ victory. Elsewhere, last year’s
winners, Malvern, were defeated in a very tight match against Westminster, with the

first pair going down the 19th. Cartwright and Woolf secured the win for Westminster.

The second-round action in the Bernard Darwin came to a climax with the bottom
match between old rivals Eton and Charterhouse. With the overall match score at ‘one
all’, the result hinged on the third pairs. After finishing ‘all square’ after 18 holes, the
group headed to Woking’s 15th (the 19th for this game). There was plenty of drama
up the extra hole, and nerves played on the quality of golf as both teams zig-zagged
their way up the par five. In the end, Charterhouse claimed the win by sinking a

seven-foot putt for what one onlooker called “a remarkable seven”.

Friday’s semi-finals saw the bookies’ favourites Uppingham take on the surprise
package of Wellington. At first pair, Allingham and Freeman continued to impress for
Uppingham, winning in the country. The second pair halved their game and waited for

the third game, which was also coming down the 18th. Uppingham were in the

greenside pond for two, but a good chip left a putt of four feet for a bogey and a
halved game. The putt was missed, sending the second pair down the extra hole to
decide the overall match. And the Wellington pair of Wessely and Lord would come

up trumps, with a birdie for the win on the 19th (Woking’s 1st hole).

In the bottom half of the draw, Warman and Tindall of Harrow were showing ominous
form. In their top match against Charterhouse, it was rumoured that the ‘better ball’
score after 16 holes was six under par, with Harrow winning 3&2. Fortunately for
Charterhouse, the second and third pairs came through, with Asprey and Bathurst

winning comfortably at third pair.

What a run for the Wellington team, who would now take on Charterhouse in the final.
The Carthusians shuffled their pairs around to good effect. Asprey and Bathurst led
from the front and secured a 3&2 win at top pair. At bottom pair, Royds and Foley-

Brickley were on top form and raced into a strong lead, which would not be
relinquished. So, a fine win for Charterhouse and the Old Carthusian member of the
BD Committee, John Gill, was delighted to present the Trophy to the Charterhouse

captain, Julian Hill.




In the plate competition, which is played for the Bernard Darwin Goblet, the
Marlborough team pipped Malvern and The Leys by a single stableford point.
Marlborough captain Jack Naylor is seen here after being presented the Goblet by

Committee member Nigel Washbourn.




Tonbridge wins fifth Senior Darwin
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A fortnight before the Bernard Darwin Trophy, we met to play the Senior Darwin
competition. The holders, Uppingham, were drawn against Eton and won through to
the 2nd round relatively comfortably. It was not so comfortable for the other form
teams. For Charterhouse, Robinson and Wreford won the deciding rubber on the 21st
hole against Rugby. And the Clifton third pair of Dyson and Lockyer nearly pulled off a
big upset against Cooper and Saggers of Tonbridge, only to go down fighting on the
last green. Elsewhere in the 1st round, the Hardingham brothers (Wellington) achieved
a remarkable ‘up and down’ at the 14th hole from the far side of the practice putting

green, but team Wellington would go down to Repton.

The 2nd round saw comfortable wins for Tonbridge over Repton, and Radley over
Marlborough, but the two other matches were very tight. Harrow overcame
Uppingham after the first pair of Posford and Tindall went to extra holes, winning the
game on the 21st hole. And Charterhouse beat Malvern in spite of a terrific ‘'up and
down' by Manduca and Thompson of Malvern to halve their game against Robinson
and Wreford of Charterhouse. At third pair, Moore and Pearmund of Charterhouse
also halved their game, which was enough to secure victory for the Carthusians in the

overall match.




In the semi-finals, Tonbridge and Harrow had a mighty tussle. For Tonbridge, Partridge
and Sims impressed again and won comfortably at first pair. But Tindall and Posford of
Harrow took the second game on the last hole. In a very tight contest, Cooper and

Saggers would claim overall victory for Tonbridge when they beat Warman and Jenkins
of Harrow, also on the 18th hole. Meanwhile Charterhouse and Radley had a tussle of
their own. Charterhouse won comfortably at 3rd pair and both the other games were

halved to give the Carthusians victory.

So, a final between two very strong teams from Tonbridge and Charterhouse. Partridge

and Sims starred again for Tonbridge, winning 3&2 in the top game. And Robinson and

Wreford played excellent golf to win comfortably at second pair. So, all eyes were on
the third match, which Cooper and Saggers won for Tonbridge on the 17th hole.

In the plate competition, Highgate prevailed by one point over Winchester. It was a
great moment for Highgate who broke their trophy ‘duck’ in the Bernard Darwin

competitions.




Highgate scoops the Veteran Darwin

As ever, the Veteran Darwin competition was played on the afternoon of the second

day of the Senior Darwin. Eighteen pairs competed for the elegant trophy in a scratch
stableford competition using a ‘bogey’ card. And, as if making up for all those barren
years, Highgate prevailed again in the scratch event, with the pairing of Dennis and

Phillips (30 points) just beating the Malvern pair of Thompson and Streather (29 points).
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We also run a secondary competition for the Veterans, which gives players an
allowance based on their combined ages. This year Henderson and Pepper of Repton
took bragging rights with 38 points. Their combined age is 163, which gave them
seven extra shots.

To conclude: as ever, we were very well looked after by Woking Golf Club and our
thanks go to all the staff. Looking forward, please note that the provisional date for the
2024 Bernard Darwin competition has been changed. The new dates are on the home
page of the website and are as follows:

Bernard Darwin: Thursday 4th and Friday 5th July, Senior Darwin: Tuesday 11th and
Wednesday 12th June, Veteran Darwin: Wednesday 12th June.

Until next year...Robert Miller (Hon Sec)




