
The Bernard Darwin Trophy Review - 2024 
 

We gathered again at Woking Golf Club for the 2024 edition of The Bernard Darwin Trophy and few 
players were in any doubt that the course was presented as well as they could remember. In a slight 

change to proceedings, the ‘Day 1’ lunch was included in our arrangement with the Club, and it is fair to 
say that players took full advantage of the opportunity to enjoy the special atmosphere of a full Woking 

Golf Club dining room.  
 

As it happened, the first day of this year’s events provided some of the most entertaining matches. There 
was an extraordinary match in the first round of The Senior Darwin Trophy, which involved Tonbridge 
and Rugby. For various reasons Rugby could only field two pairs, so Tonbridge were one game to the 
good as the others set off. But the Rugby first pair (Jones and Cadbury) were one up going down the 
18th and saw their opposition put the ball in the pond with their approach shot. Rugby must have felt 
the game was theirs, but Tonbridge (Partridge and Sims) had other ideas, holing their fourth shot from 
distance to take the match to extra holes. The second pair would also end up going down the 19th and 
the eventual winners were Tonbridge who won at first pair on the 21st and at second pair on the 20th.   

 
In the afternoon, Tonbridge played Repton who had beaten Eton 3-0 in the morning. The top game went 
down the 19th, where Tonbridge prevailed. The Tonbridge third pair (Saggers and JM Spurling), who did 
not have a match in the morning, won comfortably and would go on to be very steady contributors for 

their team.   
 

Elsewhere in the Senior Darwin, Highgate were having a good run, despatching Westminster and Harrow 
on the first day. Meanwhile, at the bottom of the draw, Malvern were stamping their authority on  

proceedings, after non-playing captain Bruce Streather unearthed some new talent to strengthen his 
squad. This rejuvenated Malvern team beat Marlborough comfortably in the morning and won two of the 

games in the afternoon match against Uppingham without too much of a worry. Uppingham were  
perhaps the pre-tournament favourites, so this was a telling win for Malvern.  

 
The second day of The Senior Darwin Trophy saw relatively comfortable wins in the semi-finals for  

Tonbridge and Malvern against Charterhouse and Highgate respectively. This set up a mouth-watering 
final, which delivered some first-class golf and entertainment. All the games were tight. In the top game, 
Dalby and Dunn of Malvern would eventually prevail against Jenkins and Hubbard of Tonbridge on the 
17th. The key match was the middle game, in which the Malvern pairing of Price and Manduca had a  

notable victory on the 16th against the Tonbridge elite pair of Partridge and Sims. So, The Senior Darwin 
Trophy went to Malvern for only the second time in 37 years, with their last victory being in 1993.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
As a postscript on the Senior Darwin, we congratulate Jonathan Hubbard of Tonbridge who has now 

played the most games in the history of The Senior Darwin Trophy. Jonathan has represented Tonbridge 
in The Senior Darwin Trophy in 41 matches, which is a terrific effort.  And he may not be done yet.  

 
The Senior Darwin Plate competition was a very tight affair. Pairs play 14 holes of scratch stableford 
foursomes, with the best two total points counting for each team. Clifton and Eton both scored 35 

points. However, they were pipped by Rugby with 36 points. The Plate was originally donated by Repton 
and it was our pleasure to invite David Pepper (Repton stalwart and regular Veteran Darwin participant) 

to present the Plate to Peter Stanbrook of Rugby.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is always a joy to welcome the ‘mature’ generation of golfers to play in The Veteran Darwin on ‘Day 2’ 
of The Senior Darwin Trophy. This year sixteen pairs played in the tournament, which is a foursomes 

scratch stableford competition off a revised ‘bogey’ card with an effective par of 80. Two pairs came in 
with 27 points: Gamble and Moore of Charterhouse, and Kfouri and Ball of Radley. The Charterhouse 

pair took the title on a countback and are pictured here with the President of Woking Golf Club,  
David Stewart.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
As is tradition, we also had a ‘nett’ competition for the Veterans, which gives shots to participants using 

an age allowance. If the combined age of the pair is over 155, the pair receives one shot for each year up 
to a maximum of 15 shots. This year half of the pairs qualified for an age allowance with the Repton pair 

of Sale and O’Neill easily qualifying for maximum allowance given a combined age of 174 (84+90  
respectively). The nett competition was won by the Tonbridge pair of Evans and Stocks who qualified for 

a 12-shot allowance.   
 

The main event, The Bernard Darwin Trophy, took place at the beginning of July, some three weeks after 
the Senior and Veteran Darwin competitions. Charterhouse were the holders and came to the  

tournament with another strong team. The Carthusians were in the bottom half of the draw and eased 
through Day 1 with straightforward wins against Westminster and Harrow. Also in the bottom half,  

Repton squeaked past Winchester and Radley, with the score 2-1 in each match. There were upsets in 
the top half of the draw, with The Leys beating Wellington and Marlborough beating Uppingham.  

 
In our final day of competition for this year, Tonbridge and Charterhouse, both titans of the Bernard  
Darwin Trophy, stepped up and cruised through their respective semi-finals. Both schools won two of 
their matches, against Marlborough and Repton respectively, out ‘in the country’. It set up a delicious 

final, which was blessed with some very high-quality golf. Both teams had switched around the order of 
their pairs in earlier rounds, but both retained their semi-final order for the final.   

 
With Partridge and JM Spurling at first pair, Tonbridge were looking for a fast start, and they got it with a 
3&2 victory. But the Carthusians had greater strength in depth on this occasion. Gray and Bradley won 

on the 14th at second pair with a delicious pitch from 120 yards to 18 inches. And Royds and Allen 
looked in control of their match from a very early stage. So, it was a relatively convincing 2-1 victory for 

the Surrey school, who won The Bernard Darwin Trophy for the eighth time. Charterhouse are still 
some way behind Tonbridge, who have won the Trophy on 14 occasions since the competition started  

in 1959.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As with the Senior Darwin, we run a Plate competition for the Bernard Darwin, which is played for the 
Bernard Darwin Goblet. There were two standout scores in the 14-hole stableford competition, with  



 
the best two scores counting for each school. Rubgy came in with 42 points, but they were eclipsed  

by an excellent score from Malvern of 44 points.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to all the 2024 winners.  
 

And thank you to everyone who participates and makes this such an enjoyable event. The standard of golf 
in the Darwin competitions seems to get better every year. The camaraderie, stories and spirit remain as 

potent as ever and we look forward to seeing everyone again in 2025.  
 

With best wishes from the Committee…  
 
 

2025 Competition dates 
 

Senior Darwin June 10 & 11 
Veteran Darwin June 11 

Bernard Darwin June 26 & 27 
 


