
The Bernard Darwin Trophy Review 2026 

 

When Michael Anderson, the Eton Captain for the Senior Darwin, declared his team for the first 

round on the morning of Tuesday 9th June, he made it clear that Eton were just there to “make up 

the numbers”. He was excited about 2027 when various alumni ‘age up’, but 2026 was apparently 

a write off. Little was he to know that Eton would emerge as only the fourth school in forty years to 

win the Senior Darwin and the Bernard Darwin in the same year. Congratulations to Eton on  

‘doing the double’.  

 

In the first round of the Senior Darwin, the tightest match of the morning saw Tonbridge squeeze 

past Wellington, with Partridge and Saggers winning the top match on the last green. Elsewhere, 

Radley lost to Rugby, helped in part by the retirement in Radley’s top pair of Seward who took  

an unscheduled full-body dip in the stream on the sixth hole. Even so, it was a great victory for 

Rugby whose Senior Darwin team had an average age of 75.  

 

Malvern entered the tournament going for the ‘threepeat’ and fielded another very strong team. 

They made light work of Uppingham in the first round to set up a clash of titans with a second-

round battle against Charterhouse. The top match was a cracker with Dunn and Dalby of Malvern 

beating Royds and Foley-Brickley of Charterhouse on the 19th. Charterhouse won the middle  

rubber, leaving Desmond and Davis to win the tie for Malvern on the 18th green against Robinson 

and Wreford. Eton also needed to go down the 19th to beat Clifton in the second round, with 

McMillan and Parnell winning the deciding rubber against Robey and Lapage. Eton would play 

Malvern in the semi-finals. In the other half of the draw, Harrow squeezed past Rugby with a 2&1 

victory in the last rubber. And Tonbridge made light work of Repton. 

  

Eton arrived for Day Two still expecting to simply make up the numbers against Malvern. What  

followed was classic match play (expect the unexpected), which would see Eton win all three  

rubbers against Malvern on the 17th green. Apparently, the Eton flat sticks could not miss, so the 

holders Malvern were beaten. In the other semi-final the second and third rubbers would be  

decided out in the country, with one point going to each of Tonbridge and Harrow. The top match 

would be the decider, and it saw Warman and Posford of Harrow lose a very tight match on the 

18th green to Spurling and Sims of Tonbridge. 

  

So, a Senior Darwin final between Eton and Tonbridge, neither of whom were expecting to get this 

far. Even at this point many would have not backed Eton to win. But their first two pairs produced 

fine displays to defeat Tonbridge on the 15th. Indeed, the Eton pairings of Malcolm &  

Hely-Hutchinson and McMillan and Parnell posted victories in all four matches to secure the  

Senior Darwin Trophy. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After an excellent summer buffet in the Woking dining room, the Senior Darwin Plate competition 

took place on the afternoon of 9th June. Each school fields a minimum of two pairs to play 14 

holes of scratch stableford golf. The best two combined 14-hole points scores from a school wins 

the Plate. This year’s event was won with 36 points by Radley on countback, with Uppingham in 

second place. It was a great performance by Radley who only managed to field two pairs for the 

Plate competition. They started on the 15th and one pair got their maths wrong (14 holes),  

finishing one hole short of the distance on the 9th. A reminder perhaps that Radley was more 

about Arts than Science. Even so, it was good enough to grab first place. 
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Senior Darwin Trophy winners - Eton 

Veteran Darwin winners - Repton 



The 2026 Veteran Darwin tournament (for golfers of 75+ years of age) also took place on the  

afternoon of 9th June. Nineteen pairs from eleven schools took part, with the Salver being  

presented to the best scratch stableford score for a foursomes’ pair playing a bogey card  

(Par 80) off the yellow tees. There were two standout performances and Malvern’s Thompson & 

Streather (29 points) were pipped by Repton’s Elliott & Gill with 30 points.  

 

We also have a fun ‘nett’ competition for the Veterans, which gives an age allowance to any pair 

whose combined age is 156 or more. If both players in any pair are both 80 or more, they may 

elect to play off the blue tees. The Repton pair of Tim Sale and David Pepper took advantage  

of both of these ‘allowances’, notching up an extraordinary 42 points with a maximum age  

allowance of 15 shots. So, Repton was victorious in both Veteran events. 

  

There was a nice bit of symmetry in the Bernard Darwin Trophy, as Repton would field a pairing  

of Charlie Sale and Adrian Pepper (sons of Tim and David) in the first-round match against  

holders Uppingham. The new partnership prevailed at second pair, helping Repton to defeat  

the winners from 2025. 

 

On paper the Charterhouse team for the Bernard Darwin looked very strong, so it was a  

modest surprise that Harrow beat them. All three matches went to the 17th or 18th with the Harrow 

third pair of Macpherson and Frederick sealing victory. Eton and Malvern put down markers by 

beating Tonbridge and Radley respectively. The addition of new boy Chris Dale for Clifton made 

them stronger at top pair, helping Clifton to squeeze past Wellington despite  

losing on the 19th at second pair. Meanwhile, at the bottom of the draw, Marlborough and  

Winchester prevailed over Highgate and Westminster. 

 

There are quite a few current Hewitt players representing their schools in the Bernard Darwin,  

including Phil Carr of Repton who teamed up with the former headmaster of the Leys, Martin 

Priestley. The new pairing eased to victory in the top match against Rugby in the second round, 

leaving Pepper and Sale to win the tie at second pair on the 17th. 

 

 Another Hewitt veteran, Ian Timberlake, joined the Malvern team for the first time in the  

Darwin. His partnership with Beeson looked very strong as Malvern beat Clifton in the second 

round. Meanwhile, in the bottom half of the draw, Toby Sykes was making his mark on his first  

Darwin appearance for Eton. At top pair, Sykes and Neame beat the Harrow top pair  

comfortably, paving the way for good Eton team victory. And Winchester, who tinkered with the 

order of their pairings, beat Marlborough in spite of the Marlborough top pair winning  

comfortably 4&3.  

 

Team selections for the semi-final round saw captains tinkering with team orders. Repton put  

their star pair, Carr and Priestley, out at third pair but were beaten by the impressive  

Timberlake and Beeson, comfortably booking a spot in the final for Malvern. Winchester also  



tinkered, promoting their strongest pair back to the top of the order. Even so, Winchester  

could not cope with Eton, losing 2&1 at first pair, and 4&3 at second pair. It was clear from the  

semi-finals that the final between Malvern and Eton would be a high-quality affair. Sykes and  

Neame led from the front for Eton, securing a ‘one up’ victory at first pair. In the end it would  

prove to be a clean sweep with all three Eton pairings winning by small margins. Giles Sanderson 

would collect the Trophy for Eton from Halford Hewitt legend Jeremy Lowe (Malvern).  

The last time Eton won the Trophy was 1979 - it has been a long wait. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The plate competition for the Bernard Darwin Goblet follows the same format as for the Senior  

Darwin. Well lunched, the eight teams set off for 14 holes of stableford golf. The early times  

produced two scores of 40 points for The Leys and Radley, so maybe we were heading for  

another countback. But the Charterhouse team, still feeling the pain of an early exit from the 

main competition, rose to the occasion and came in with a record-breaking 50 stableford  

points for two rounds of 14 holes. Their playing partners in the afternoon, Tonbridge, would 

 finish second with 43 points.
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bernard Darwin Trophy winners - Eton 

Bernard Darwin Goblet winners - Charterhouse 



 

As we conclude another year of Darwin competitions, friendly rivalry and great banter,  

we thank Woking Golf Club for their excellent service, lovely golf course and continued support. 

 

Robert Miller (Repton) 

On behalf of the Bernard Darwin Trophy Committee 

Robin Swann (Marlborough) 

Chris Gotla (Uppingham) 

Michael Robinson (Charterhouse) 

 

2027 Bernard Darwin dates 

Senior Darwin 8th & 9th June 

Veteran Darwin 9th June  

Bernard Darwin 1st & 2nd July


